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Lesson 2B. Parts of speech—verbs  

Verbs are action words. And they are tricky because some are regular verbs 
(that is, they follow general rules) and some are irregular verbs (they need to 
be learned because the rules don’t apply): 

• ‘To jump’ is an example of a regular verb, because we follow the rule of 
adding ‘ed’ to create the past tense ‘jumped’.  

• ‘To write’ is an example of an irregular verb, because its past tense form is 
‘wrote’, not ‘writed’. Some past tense forms look nothing like their present 
tense form—compare ‘to go’ with ‘went’, and ‘to eat’ with ‘ate’. 

• The verb ‘to learn’ fits both categories, because its past tense form can be 
‘learned’ (the regular ‘ed’ ending) or ‘learnt’ (an irregular ending). 

What form of the verb should you use? Ask these four questions. 

1. What is the timing of the action? 
Tense indicates whether the verb refers to an action in the past, now or to 
come: 
Present tense It runs. 
Past tense It ran. 
Future tense  It will run. 

 
2. Is the action complete? 
Aspect indicates whether the action is, was or will be complete or ongoing (see 
examples over the page). If the verb is unmarked as being complete (called 
‘perfect’) or ongoing (called ‘progressive’), then it is called ‘simple’. 
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Simple present It runs. 
Simple past It ran. 
Simple future It will run. 

Present perfect It has run. 

Past perfect It had run. 
Future perfect It will have run. 

Present progressive It is running. 

Past progressive It was running. 
Future progressive It will be running. 

Confused? You can usually get away with sticking to simple past, present or 
future tense. Try to avoid using the perfect or progressive aspect. 

3. Is the subject performing the action? 
Voice indicates the relationship between the verb and the sentence subject 
(that is, the performer of the action). It can be active or passive. In active voice, 
the subject acts; in passive voice, the subject is acted upon, or even absent. 

Active The consultant found the program created 100 jobs. 
Passive The program was found by the consultant to create 100 jobs. 

Passive, no subject The program was found to create 100 jobs. 

4. What is the intent of the action? 
Mood indicates the nature of the verb: 

Indicative (a normal/planned action) You are going out. 
Subjunctive (a hypothetical action) If you were going out, you would … 
 You wish you were going out. 
Imperative (an order) Go out. 

 
 


