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Lesson 2C. Parts of speech—nouns  

Simply, a noun is a person, place, thing or idea/concept: 

tree, dog, boy, philosophy, city, organisation, beach, butterfly, amoeba 

And when it has a name, it is called a proper noun: 

I live in Sydney.  
He follows the tenets of Buddhism. 

The children went to the Golden Star Circus. 
My physician is Dr Jane Brown. 

Compound nouns 

If a noun has more than one word in it, it is called a compound noun. 
Sometimes you need two nouns to make a compound noun: 

father-in-law, toothpaste, surf ski, light switch, library card 

And sometimes you need an adjective and a noun: 

merry-go-round, blackboard, soft sell 

Measuring nouns 

We also talk about some nouns as being countable: 

pegs, cars, movies, clothes, people, programs, pieces of cake 

While other nouns can be measured but not itemised (mass nouns): 

air, space, water, blood, heat, ice, cake 

When measuring, we use ‘more’ or ‘fewer’ for countable nouns (fewer 
pictures), but ‘more’ or ‘less’ for nouns that we can’t count (less imagination). 



© Rachael Dullahide 2014 

A third category is the collective noun, which is a noun that sounds singular but 
consists of multiple parts. We treat some collective nouns as singular: 

jury, class, board, government department, commission 

But we treat ‘staff’ and ‘media’ as plural nouns. 

Singular or plural nouns 

Whether a noun is singular (only one) or plural (more than one) changes the 
verb form that we use with that noun—for example, one man reads while 
many men read. Adding an ‘s’ to the noun is the most common way of showing 
we mean a plural: 

law becomes laws  

house becomes houses 
girl becomes girls 

This conversion is trickier when creating the plural involves more than just 
adding ‘s’: 

woman becomes women 
fairy becomes fairies 
wish becomes wishes 
hoof becomes hooves 

Possession 
We also need to change the noun if we want to make it possessive (that is, 
show ownership). To do so, we add ‘s to singular nouns and just the 
apostrophe to plural nouns: 

business’s plan businesses’ plans 
manager’s email  managers’ emails 

Sometimes we drop the apostrophe because the expression is more of a 
generic description than a possessive one: 

drivers licence 
workers compensation 


